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Fiscal Year(s): 2012-2013 
 
Demand: 
Much attention has been paid to chemical and biological (CB) weapons over 
the last decade. Yet, relatively little attention has been paid to the 
characteristics, decision making, and behaviors of potential perpetrators. 
Given the high impact such weapons can have, it is crucial to make our 
analytical models of their use as accurate as possible. By doing this 
policymakers and intelligence analysts can proactively identify attackers.  
 
Objective:  
The START research team will explore in detail the potential CB terrorist 
(or criminal) adversary from a behavioral and organizational standpoint, and 
develop means of identifying the most likely future CB perpetrators. As a 
consequence, both strategic and operational risk analysis and net assessment 
operators can become better informed on the threat. 
 
Approach: 
The project will focus on the identification of adversaries most likely to 
acquire and use chemical or biological weapons against U.S. targets. 
Behavior profiles and a ranked list of likely future perpetrators will be 
generated. START’s findings, produced in a final report, will be briefed to 
policymakers in Washington, DC and at Combatant Commands. 
 
